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Founding Men and Women of
NE Tarrant County

Elisha Adam Euless was born in Bedford
County, Tennessee in September 1848. He
and his wife, Julia, first located in Grape-
vine in 1881, but a short time afterward
made a permanent location at a point a few
miles distant from there, naming the place
“Euless”. Here he engaged in farming and
running cotton gin just north of the site of
the present-day Euless City Hall until 1892,
when he was elected sheriff of Tarrant
County and moved to Fort Worth. He was
elected a second term in 1894.

In 1846, John Hust from Tennessee filed on
Walker Creek and probably became the first
settler in the present Hurst area.

William Letchworth “Uncle Billy” Hurst
was one of the settlers from Claiborne
County, Tennessee, who migrated to Tar-
rant County in 1870. He and his wife, Mary
Ann, together with seven children, came in
a covered wagon into the area that is now
Hurst. There he became a prominent land
speculator. In 1903, he granted a right-of-
way across this farm to the Rock Island

Railroad. Later, in 1909, the company
named the rail stop and depot after him in
exchange.

Weldon Wiles Bobo and his wife, Mary Al-
ice, moved from Bedford County, Tennes-
see, in 1870, built a home and opened a
store, which became the focus of the com-
munity that was named after his native
county in Tennessee. So many of his
neighbors and relative migrated to the area
that Bobo pitched a large tent near his store
to accommodated them until they each
found homesteads.

Permelia Allen and fifteen related families
moved into the Keller area around 1847 and
by that time settlers from Tennessee had
moved near present Watauga.

Charles and Matilda Medlin who arrived in
the area with about 20 other families in
1847, settled in the area that would eventu-
ally become Westlake. Originally, they set-
tled along Denton Creek but moved to
higher ground to the south after weathering
ferocious floods along the creek.

In 1956, the Circle T Ranch was founded by
Dallas lawyer Glen Turner when he pur-
chased about 2000 acres along highway
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ing community incorported taking the
name of Westlake.

Lilburn Colley was one of the physicians
living in Bransford. He moved from Mis-
souriin 1880. Dr. Colley became a wel-
known physician after forty years of ac-
tive practice. A community grew up
around a local store in 1914 and his name
became associated with it so much that it
became known as Colleyville. Colley-
ville was originally made up of the seven
small hamlets of Bransford, Pleasant
Glade, Pleasant Run, Red Rock, Glade,
Glenhope, and Old Union.

Robert Wilson founded Jellico in 1881,
located in the area of present Southlake.
The town was named after the Jellico
Ranch, on which the general store was
located, early settlers in the area had
originated in Jellico, Tennessee. The post
office served about 300 people. Wilson
purchased a steam-operated cotton gin
before 1895. A blacksmith shop, a grist-
mill, and a syrup press were also located
adjacent to the gin. Lone Elm School op-

Eli Smith and his parents moved to Texas
from Missouri in 1859. They settled near
the present location of Smithfield Cemetery.
He donated farmland to the community,
then known as Zion, for a Methodist church
and cemetery. Area residents later honored
Smith for his generosity by renaming the
settlement Smithfield.

Robert and Dilsie Johnson, Delia Wolfe and
ten other emancipated slave families
founded Mosier Valley just south of Euless,
in the 1870’s. Most of these former slave
families had been taken from Tennessee
through Missouri to the T.W. Mosier plan-
tation. Trinity bottomland was given or
sold to these freedmen by the family and a
close-knit farming community was formed.
In 1845, Archibald F. Leonard, along with
the Missouri Colony, moved into the area
that would become Grapevine. About 1854
James Tracy Morehead, A.F. Leonard,
Henry Suggs and others met to lay out the
town and arrange for a post office. Judge
Morehead suggested the name Grape Vine,
since the site was located on the Grape Vine
Prairie and Grape Vine Springs. Irenius
Solon Dunn managed a store and was post-

erated from 1877 to
1917. With the advent of
the automobile, shopping
became easier in the
nearby communities and
it was closed in 1912.
The post office had been
discontinued in 1903.

master in 1858. The town
has had many names:
Grape Vine Springs, Leo-
nardsville, Dunnville,
Grape Vine and in 1914
the post office officially
adopted the name Grape-
vine.
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