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What is the Heritage Room?

The Heritage Room, located downstairs in the
library, is a special collection of local history of
Northeast Tarrant County and genealogical in-
formation on some of the families of that area.
There is a wealth of information on what this
area used to be like and the people who shaped
it into what it is today.

The collection consists of books, manuscripts,
photographs, artifacts, and some census records.
The primary focus of the collection is on the his-
tory of Northeast Tarrant County, but the room
also includes information on the history of Fort
Worth, as well as some general Texas history.

Jesse James...
on Northeast Campus?

Large portions of Northeast Tarrant County
were farmland in the not too distant past. The
land on which the Northeast Campus of Tarrant
County College sits today was such an area. A
chicken farm, along with other wood frame
houses, was located toward the western edge of
the campus. This farm was owned by Jesse
James Wheat, the uncle of the notorious outlaw,

Jesse James. Based on the fact that so many of
James’ relatives lived in Texas it is highly prob-
able that at some time he was on the property
where Northeast Campus is today.

Education Is Not Foreign to the
Site of the Campus

There is a Texas Historical Marker located at
the Southeast comer of the campus, near the
intersection of Harwood and Precinct Line that
is dedicated to Florence School, a one-room
schoolhouse erected in 1903. In the 1890°s the
school, originally called Green Glade School,
had been situated at the intersection of Har-
wood and Grapevine Highway, then was later
moved to the location mentioned above.

The school provided first through eighth grades
and the average enrollment was 30. The term,
as stated on the marker, ran “from October, af-
ter cotton harvest, to May, the beginning of cot-
ton chopping time.”

Due to declining enrollment and a need for a
high school curriculum the school closed in
1914. Thomas Sandidge reclaimed the land

that he had dedicated for school purposes and
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[image: image2.jpg]subsequently sold it. The plot of land changed
ownership several times until fifty years later it
again became dedicated to educational use, for
on February 23, 1966 Tarrant County Junior
College District purchased the property as part
of a planned site for Northeast Campus.

Publicity for the Heritage Room

The Heritage Room has gained substantial pub-
licity through the Intemet and other media, as
well as word of mouth.

The Heritage Room is referred to on the follow-
ing eight websites:

Tarrant Co, TX Vanished Towns and Communi-
ties

Crowley Heritage Home Page (Crowley family)

Migrations Project (ancestral migration patterns)

Genquest (genealogy research)

Inventory for the Ed Havran Papers, 1862-1991
and undated

Fort Worth Resource Guide

Sam Matthew’s Family Web Cards

Texas & Pacific Railway-Railfans

Depot-

Stations and Structures

Numerous articles have appeared in the Star-
Telegram over the years about the Heritage
Room.

A short video was produced and televised on
PBS concerning the history of Mosier Valley, a
black community located near Euless, with ma-
terial gathered from the Heritage Room collec-
tion.

The Heritage Room contributed photographic
reproductions to a marketing promotion, focus-
ing on three Texas cities, Houston, Fort Worth,
and San Antonio, done by Pyramid Productions
Group of Richmond, Virginia.

Copies of photographs were also contributed to
the Sam Houston Memorial Museum for it’s
grand opening.

Amateur genealogists from various parts of the
country have requested copies of printed materi-
als, as well as photographs, as they work on
family research.

An official from the Department of the Interior,
who grew up in Mosier Valley, wanted copies of
photographs and printed material relating to that
community, since his roots are there. He had
seen on the Intemnet that we had information on
that area.
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