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NEXT MEETING

March 6, 2007  7:00 P.M.

Historic Haltom Theater

5601 East Belknap Street

Haltom City, Texas

You are so fortunate …Guess What?  You will have another chance to visit the Historic “Haltom Theater”.  What a treat you will be in for!!!  Some of you may not have been able to attend the First Annual Gallery Night that was hosted by Birdville Historical Society, Haltom Community Arts Committee and ARTSNET on December 8-9, 2006 but you will have a second chance.  Mr. Herb Weisblatt of Sam’s Furniture has agreed to allow Birdville Historical Society to remain in the building until his lease has expired.

Our next meeting will be in the Theater at 5601 East Belknap Street in Haltom City and we will hear stories from actual people who attended the theater as a child or courted their first love at the theater or often visited the theater as newly weds.  The group will hear from people who actually viewed a movie in this historic place and reminisce of fond memories. I’m sure you will enjoy the evening. You may even have stories of your own that you would like to share.  This will be your opportunity.

Jason King of the group “King and His Court” will entertain with his classical guitar, which I’m sure you will enjoy.  Jason and his band performed at the event in December and were a huge success. 

Refreshments will be served and this should prove to be a wonderful, free evening for you as a member of the Birdville Historical Society or if you were just interested in the history of this area, we would love to meet you.  Please feel free to bring your friends.  There will be a guided tour and you will be  among the first to view the Birdville Museum displays.  We will, of course be able to collect more items to add to the collection and someday have a great showplace to show off the history of Birdville. 

If you have historical items of interest that you would like to donate or if you know of items that can be added to the collection, please call me at (817)-834-1239.   BHS will take every precaution to preserve and protect our heritage.  If you would like to make a donation to further assist in the progress of collections or even if you would like to help care for the theater, remember Birdville Historical Society is an official non profit organization and your donation is deductible.

 We will have Haltom Theater T-Shirts for sale for $18.00.  You may want to purchase several!



Below is a press release from Preservation Texas about small town theaters being added to the endangered list:

PRESERVATION TEXAS NAMES HISTORIC SMALL TOWN THEATERS

TO ITS FOURTH ANNUAL LIST OF TEXAS’ MOST ENDANGERED HISTORIC PLACES

AUSTIN, TEXAS…Historic theaters that once dominated town squares in small Texas

communities have been named to Preservation Texas’ 2007 list of Texas’ Most Endangered

Historic Places.

Preservation Texas officials announced the selection on the steps of the Texas State Capitol on

February 7, Preservation Day 2007. Recognized as a statewide trend, historic small town

theaters were among 12 sites named to the list. “Each listing is threatened by possible

destruction, adverse development or neglect, and each has a compelling reason for being saved,”

 “The sites represent the most eminent needs and highest probability for

positive action.”

Throughout the nation, hundreds of historic movie houses have closed, overwhelmed by the rise

of television, shifting demographics, and suburban multiplexes. Through World War II, movie

going was the most common form of popular entertainment with people attending two or three

times a week. In 1946, the peak of the movie industry’s attendance figures, 90 million people a

week attended the movies.

Theaters were a community meeting place, an entertainment mecca for cities and towns that

valued movies in a public place, vaudeville shows, recitals and informational presentations. Most

of them were located in the center of the town square and were landmarks in the community.

Many were architectural gems--ornate buildings constructed in a variety of exotic and opulent

styles, including Moorish, Art Deco, Egyptian, Mayan and Oriental.

Historic theaters deserve an encore as part of Main Street developments that are revitalizing

small towns and it is important that they are protected and restored instead of demolished.



Birdville Historical Society and Haltom Community Arts Committee  visited 5th Avenue Arts to get some ideas for possible uses for the  Haltom Theater.  BHS supports the arts and believes art is very important to the growth of our community and art awareness is also paramount to the education of our children.  We would like to promote all kinds of art with local talent as well as talent brought in from surrounding cities.   There is a wealth of talent in Northeast Tarrant County that just needs a stage or an outlet to be able to share with the community.



Whiskey in Birdville

If you have lived in this area for any length of time you will know this story but I will tell it for the benefit of newcomers.  In December 1850 there was an election in Birdville to claim this area as the first official Seat of Tarrant County.  This fame was short-lived and after only 6 years the identity of Birdville was in danger.  In November of 1856 the Texas Legislature called a special election after some influential Fort Worth Citizens traveled to Austin to petition for a new election to have the county seat moved to Fort Worth.  Birdville leaders had cached a barrel of whiskey since it was a good practice to offer citizens a drink for their vote.  The Birdville barrel was secretly placed in an oak grove but some Fort Worth citizens found out about it and sent scouts out to find it.  They then siphoned the whiskey from the Birdville barrel and put in Fort Worth’s barrel.  That drink was very important to cowboys and thirsty farmers, some of which would travel a long distance to vote in an election and promise of a free drink.  I’m telling you this to explain the photo below.  David Voorhees found a whiskey barrel on ebay and we drove to the big metropolis of Luling, Texas to purchase it and it will be a permanent part of the Birdville Museum.  There are lots of interesting stories about this area and we are hoping to get most of them documented and added to our archives.
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 Birdville Whiskey Barrel 

Quilt borrowed from TCC Collection and piano on loan from

 Beth Thompson
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Haltom High School Drama Department dressed in 40’s attire to add to the ambiance of the evening.  They were a big hit on the dance floor as well.



Birdville Historical Society recently visited a meeting of the Richland Hills Historical Society at the Richland Hills Library.  The Society has  acquired the use of a city owned building to use as a museum.  It is an old service station/auto mechanic shop on the corner of Mathews Street and Baker Blvd.  Members plan to highlight the history of the building and the growth of the city. This will be a wonderful addition to Richland Hills.  Before Richland Hills was founded, it was part of the Birdville Community.  Congratulations from Birdville Historical Society!!!
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6724 Baker Blvd

Richland Hills, Texas



If you have not had opportunity to join or pay your dues for 2007, please do so at this time.  Mail your checks or contributions to Birdville Historical Society, P.O. Box 14246, Haltom City, Texas 76117.

Membership Levels

DIAMOND CORPORATE SPONSOR     $1000.00

RUBY LIFETIME     $750.00

SAPPHIRE LIFETIME     $500.00

COUPLE PER YEAR     $25.00

INDIVIDUAL PER YEAR     $15.00

Board of Directors
PRESIDENT     BETTY PORTER

1ST VICE PRESIDENT LAURA HUNTER

2ND VICE PRESIDENT     BOB WATKINS

SECRETARY     FRAN BURNS

TREASURER     DAVID HARPER

WEBMASTER
DAVID VOORHEES

FOR THOSE WHO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER AND WOULD LIKE TO BE REMOVED FROM THIS MAILING LIST, PLEASE CALL (817) 834-1239   THANK YOU







